
Samantha Bruno, Eastport-South Manor CSD, a senior currently enrolled in The 
Academy’s Personal Training Program at Bixhorn Technical Center, has been selected 
to be a part of New York State’s Blue Ribbon Commission on Graduation Measures. 

Samantha is the only student in the state to be selected. 

The Blue Ribbon Commission will explore state graduation requirements that ensure 
educational excellence and equity for every student in New York State. The Commission began 
meeting in October and will meet regularly through spring 2024. Commission members 
include educators, administrators, researchers, school counselors, professionals from business 
and higher education, parents, and students.

Last year, while a student in The Academy’s Physical Therapy Aide Program, Samantha began 
taking advantage of all the leadership and advocacy opportunities available at the school. 
She was a SkillsUSA officer, participated in Emerging Leaders in the healthcare division, 
and a member of Bixhorn’s P.O.W.E.R. Team. The P.O.W.E.R Team stands for professionalism, 
opportunities, work-based learning, emerging leadership, and responsible citizenship. 

When the opportunity arose to apply to serve on this commission, Samantha applied with the hopes of advocating for graduation 
requirements that will accommodate high schoolers with different learning styles, specifically those who have chosen to participate in 
Career and Technical Education. Samantha says ESBOCES has brought out the best in her and given her a voice – a voice she will now 
use on the Blue Ribbon Commission. 

ESBOCES will also be represented on the commission by the agency’s Board Trustee Susan Lipman and Lead Resource Specialist Jordan 
Gonzalez, from the Long Island Regional Bilingual Education Resource Network (L.I. RBERN), which is administered by Eastern Suffolk 
BOCES. 

Student Named to Blue Ribbon Commission

Public education is one of our region’s most prized assets and an important 
economic engine. 
The 2022 Long Island Costs and Outcomes Report documents Long 
Island’s fiscal investment in education, illustrates its student outcomes, 
and compares them with the rest of the state.
Download a copy of the report here:
https://www.esboces.org/LICostsandOutcomes2022

New Report

We’re Hiring

Call 631-244-4055

https://www.esboces.org/LICostsandOutcomes2022


Splicing wires together is a foundational skill for electricians. Trade Electric 
students in Jesse Kelly’s class at Bixhorn Tech started the year off 
by learning the fine points. They used wire strippers 
to remove the insulation jacket from the 
conductors, and lineman pliers to twist and 
cut the exposed wire. All wire is twisted 
clockwise, and must be tight enough to hold 
together for decades, but not so rigid that it 
might break.

Electric Splice

Quick breads are any baked item that rises without yeast by using 
baking powder or baking soda. Examples include muffins, biscuits, 
scones, etc. Lauren Daquet’s Food Prep students at Islip Career Center 
recently spent the day preparing carrot cake and zucchini bread as 
an assignment for their quick bread unit. They incorporated freshly-
grown vegetables from the school’s Horticulture class into their items 
in a farm-to-table manner. 

Quick Breads

Tecumseh Elementary School’s “VIP Day” was extra special this year, 
as it was the first one held since before the pandemic began. Students 
and their very important people enjoyed a snack and made a craft and 
were overjoyed to share an event together at school.

Tecumseh Welcomes VIPs

Classroom Happenings
Here’s a quick look inside our many educational programs, which consist of Career and Technical Education, 

Adult Education, Special Education, and Special Career Education.




